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WA FOSTER CARERS WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.08 am]: I would like to acknowledge that 
this week is WA Foster Carers Week and update the house on the hard work and dedication of foster carers across 
the state. 

Foster carers are ordinary people who step up and choose to make a difference to the lives of some of our most 
vulnerable children and young people when they need it most. In WA, more than 5 300 children are currently 
receiving love and support through foster or family care arrangements. This occurs when children and young people 
are no longer able to safely stay at home. The state government is celebrating the vital role of foster carers with 
events and activities to recognise carers at regional district offices across WA. These events highlight the role of 
carers and aim to strengthen the existing support networks with other carers in their local area. Through regional and 
community media this week, we have heard about the experiences of some of these incredible carers, from a former 
young person in care turned Kalgoorlie foster carer to a FIFO foster dad who has been looking after kids and young 
people in care with his wife for over a decade. 

In light of this week, I would like to update members on the Foster Care Refresh project, developed by the 
Department of Communities in partnership with the Foster Care Association of Western Australia. The project 
aims to improve outcomes for children in care by working with foster, family and significant other carers to identify 
how we can work better together. I am proud to table Foster Care Refresh project: Consultation with carers to 
inform stronger partnerships with foster and family carers leading to improved outcomes for children in care, a report 
that highlights the experiences of people caring for children and provides valuable insights that will strengthen the 
supports that are in place. 

[See papers 431 and 432.] 

Ms S.F. McGURK: The report provides a summary of the carers’ voices and translates their ideas into tangible 
actions to promote positive and respectful collaboration between carers and the Department of Communities and 
the community sector. I take this opportunity to thank all carers for their invaluable contribution and for opening 
their homes and hearts to care for children in need. 
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